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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00234 311342Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 MC-02 ACDA-07 10-13 NSC-05 SP-02 
SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 EUR-12 /076W 

311405Z 122747/47 

P 311231Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9334 
USDAO ABIDJAN 
USMISSION USUN PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 0234 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MMOL MARR DM UR 

SUB J : SOVIET ARMS IN BENIN 

1 . FOLLOWING IS DESCRIPTION OF TYPES OF SOVIET ARMS POSSESSED BY 
PEOPLE S ARMED FORCES. GENERAL DISTRIBUTION OF ARMS FOLLOWED 
JANUARY 16 ATTACK ON COTONOU. 

2. MOST FREQUENTLY SEEN IS 7.62 MM KALASHNIKOV AUTOMATIC 
ASSAULT RIFLE (AKM). MOST COMMON VERSION HAS MAROON PLASTIC 
PISTOL GRIP AND CURVED AMMUNITION CLIP MADE OF ORANGE PLASTIC. 

ALL WOOD APPEARS TO BE LAMINATED. OTHER VERSIONS SEEM TO HAVE 
LARGE METAL CLIP. WOODEN GRIP, FOLDING WIRE STOCK. POST ESTI 
MATES THAT BENINESE HAVE AT LEAST ONE THOUSAND OF THESE ASSAULT 
RIFLES, WITH POSSIBILITY OF MORE IN STOCKS. 

3. ALSO OBSERVED ARE 7.62 MM KALASHNIKOV LIGHT MACHINEGUNS 
(RPK). POST ESTIMATES AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED. 

4. LESS FREQUENTLY SEEN ARE 7.62 SIMONOV SEMIAUTOMATIC CARBINES 
(SKS). POST ESTIMATES NO MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED HAVE BEEN DIS- 
TRIBUTED. 

5. POST HAS ALSO OBSERVED A FEW (NO MORE THAN A DOZEN) 
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PAGE 02 COTONO 00234 311342Z 

7.62 DEGTYREV LIGHT MACHINEGUNS. 

6. AT AIRPORT, AND PRESUMABLY AT OTHER STRATEGIC POINTS, 

7.62 MM MACHINEGUNS (PKS) HAVE BEEN SET UP. POST UNABLE TO 
SUPPLY NUMBER ESTIMATE. 

7. EMBOFFS ALLOWED ENTRANCE AT CAMP GUEZO HAVE OBSERVED LARGE 
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QUANTITIES OF 7.62 MM AMMUNITION BEING UNLOADED FOR DISTRIBU- 
TION. CENTRAL DUMP SEEMS TO BE AT CAMP. 

8. POST CAN OFFER NO CLEAR REPORT ON WEAPONS' MARKINGS. 

9. FOR ABIDJAN: LIST OF FRENCH ARMS POSSESSED BY BENIN 
BEING POUCHED ABIDJAN. THOMPSON 
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